
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION 
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
January 13, 2015 

 
The regular meeting of the Commission of Public Utility District No. 1 was held in the 
Aqua Room of the utility located at 1415 Freeway Drive, Mount Vernon, Washington, on 
January 13, 2015.  

The meeting was called to order at 4:31 PM.  Those Commissioners in attendance were: 
Al Littlefield, President; Jim Cook, Vice President; and Robbie Robertson, Secretary.  
Also in attendance were:  Bob Powell, General Manager; Mark Handzlik, Assistant 
Engineering Manager; Shawn Backman, Auditor; Mike Fox, Operations Manager; Kathy 
White, Human Resource Manager; Chris Shaff, Planning Engineer; Mike Demers; 
Engineering Technician; Kevin Tate, Community Relations Manager; Peter Gilbert, 
Attorney; Kim Carpenter, Clerk of the Board; and Audience:  Judy Littlefield and Diane 
Robertson. 

Commissioner Robertson led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Commissioner Robertson moved to approve the Consent Agenda for January 13, 2015: 
a. Approval of Minutes 01/06/15 
b. Approval of Vouchers No. 2601 

Voucher Nos. 2356-2433, Payroll Check Nos. 7964-8044 ($553,840.78) 01/13/15 
The motion passed. 

Under Old Business, Manager’s Report, Manager Powell reported the following: 

• Engineering Manager Sidhu continues to serve as a juror in federal court, City of 
Seattle; Treasurer Dales is excused from today’s meeting for year-end work; 
Auditor Backman came in for the meeting from conducting inventory; and 
Planning Engineer Shaff is present for review of the proposed Mann Road LUD 
under Old Business. 

• White paper prepared by WA Water Utilities Council (WWUC) and Tom 
Mortimer regarding past Swinomish issues is still currently attorney/client 
privilege, but will be sent to the Commission electronically when released. 

• Have requested staff to sit in on a WA PUD Association (WPUDA) conference 
call regarding draft Group A water system rules on Wednesday, January 21 at 
2:00 PM.  Issues of discussion will include DOH revision to Group A WAC; 
groundwater disinfection rules; service area definition; project reports required 
with system improvements within an approved plan; proposed change from 6 to 
10 year water system plan revisions.  Discussion ensued regarding the various 
issues, water bills before the legislature, WRIA, 1996 MOA and instream flows. 

Manager Powell stated that Planning Engineer Shaff will now review the status of the 
Mann Road water system on the south side of Fir Island and options available.  Engineer 
Shaff stated there are five meters on Mann Road and two meetings were held in October 
for the12 residents to inform them of the issues with the water system and the options to 
move forward.  The large leak in the system has been repaired.  Engineer Shaff explained 
the map, illustrating the proposed LUD boundary line for Mann Road which includes 34 
parcels served by a master meter.  Discussion ensued regarding the proposed boundary, 
potential inclusion of three properties on Fir Island, also served by a master meter, 
estimated costs, HDPE pipe, potential benefit to adjacent farm for irrigation, agricultural 
land assessment deferral, and permitting.  Commissioner Littlefield asked if there will be 
SDF charges for the potential LUD; Engineer Shaff replied no, as all property owners 
already have meters.  Engineer Shaff stated that even though the inclusion of the Fir 
Island properties will increase the cost of the potential LUD, that cost spread over 20 
years will be very reasonable.  Manager Powell stated that the next step is another 
meeting with the property owners regarding the boundary and bringing a resolution of 
intent to form before the Commission.   

Assistant Engineering Manager Handzlik reported the following: 



District Project(s) 
Last week District crews completed the second tie-in to the Hodgin Road PRV, they 
restored cover to a section of pipe that eroded at the railroad crossing west of Sapp Road 
in Sedro-Woolley, they also performed asphalt patching where breaks had occurred.  This 
week District crews mobilized, cut pavement, and began mainline pipe installation for the 
Green Street, Dean Street, and Virginia Avenue Project in Sedro-Woolley.  

The 5-year maintenance plan for the wetland restoration associated with the Phase 1 
Transmission Line project has come to term and the District has received a notice of 
acceptance from the City of Mount Vernon and the Department of Ecology.  Acceptance 
from the Army Corps of Engineers is expected in the coming months.   

SRV Construction and District crews have completed tie-in work and service transfers on 
the Old Day Creek Road Project.  The line is fully operational. Pavement restoration is 
expected to take place in March.  A reader board sign was posted over the weekend to 
notify residents about the weather delay and paving work in the spring. 

Operations Manager Fox reported: 

• Beckwith Kuffel will be on site to test the Dukes Hill pump and will test pump to 
Hoogdal.   

• Washington State Ratings Bureau is conducting fire flow tests around Mount 
Vernon and Customer Service may receive calls, as the testing can stir up 
sediment in the water when hydrants are opened.  Engineer Shaff stated that the 
testing came about as a result of the bureau questioning the test and models 
performed.  Commissioner Littlefield asked how much water is used; Operations 
Manager Fox replied the District receives a flushing report and Engineer Shaff 
estimates the volume.  Commissioner Cook asked if the District should be 
charging a fee for the work; Operations Manager Fox replied the work is 
beneficial for the District as well.   

• Judy Reservoir elevation is currently 452’ and could see another foot before the 
end of the month. 

Community Relations Manager Tate reported on the Northstar Customer Service kickoff 
for new utility billing (Cayenta, CityWorks, and Northstar).  Manager Powell stated that 
the District is coming to the end of Cayenta, CityWorks will be complete within the next 
two months and he has asked CR Manager Tate to step up as project Manager with IT 
Manager Chrysler for the Northstar portion of the computer system upgrade for Customer 
Service. 

Human Resource Manager White reported that the District is making strides in its Safety 
Program and is in compliance in areas where it was previously not.  Discussion ensued 
regarding the impacts of marijuana legalization a loss of a CDL due to a DUI.  
Operations Manager Fox stated that the legal limit is .04 for a CDL license holder for 
DUI rather than .08 for regular drivers. 

Auditor Backman reported that she is working on year-end inventory. 

Under Commissioner Comments, Commissioner Robertson reported receipt of two letters 
of complaint from Ms. Treadway regarding the rate increase and her misconception that 
the increase amounts to $7.00/month when actually the increase is $2.95/month for an 
average customer.  Commissioner Robertson read aloud his response to Ms. Treadway 
and indicated it will be the type of response used to educate the public about what the rate 
increase will cover.  Commissioner Littlefield stated he received a letter as well and also 
responded. 

Commissioner Littlefield reported he will be attending WPUDA meetings Wednesday 
through Friday this week and will serve on a panel for the new commissioner orientation 
steering committee. 

Under Audience Comments, Diane Robertson asked where Ms. Treadwell was from; 
Manager Powell replied Sedro-Woolley. 



Having no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Robertson moved 
for adjournment.  The motion passed and the meeting of January 13, 2015 was adjourned 
at 5:26 PM. 
 
 
   
 Al Littlefield, President 
ATTEST  
 
 
    
Robbie Robertson, Secretary Jim Cook, Vice President 


